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È Electronic Resource Management

from Wikipedia

ERM refers to practices and software systems used 

by libraries to keep track of important information 

about electronic information resources, especially 

internet -based resources such as electronic journals, 

databases, and electronic books



È The need of an ERM became necessary in the early 2000õs

È Digital Library Federation (DLF), along with Tim Jewell at 
University of Washington spearheaded the study and 
exploration of the ERM in 2000.  The initial findings report 
was published in 2001.

È The project became known as the Electronic Resources 
Management Initiative (ERMI)



È òElectronic Resource Management: Report of the DLF ERM 
Initiative (DLF ERMI). August 2004

ÁIdentified 7 key areas of ERMS functionality

Á Descriptive bibliographic data

Á Licensing details

Á Financial information

Á Order status information

Á Admin/technical activities

Á Support information

Á Usage statistics



È ERM provides

Á Licensing information, contacts, pricing, renewal dates

È Centralization of information

ÁNo more having information in emails, spreadsheets, paper files, 

or someoneõs òheadó

È Makes information easily accessible to any library staff

ÁSelectors, acquisitions staff, cataloging staff, reference staff, ILL 

staff, administrators can efficiently access this information



È PALSconnect ERM ðofficial name

È Open Source Product

È Originally developed at Simon Fraser University.  It is 

currently in use throughout Canada as well as the 

Nylink consortium in New York state.

È Tightly integrated with the OpenURL link resolver that 

we are currently beta testing


