
   

MnPALS Authorities Task Force Report 
MnPALS User Group Meeting – Fall 2005  
Submitted by Anne Levin, Chair  
 
MnPALS Authorities Task Force Membership 
*As of September 16, 2005 
 
MnPALS Libraries Members:   
Anne Levin – (Chair) – Minnesota Historical Society 
Deb Faulhaber – Minneapolis Community & Technical College 
Steve Krause – Minnesota Historical Society 
Dustin Larmore – Dakota State University/SDLN 
Julie Rustad – College of St. Scholastica/Duluth 
Susan Schleper – St. Cloud State University 
Edward Swanson – Minitex Contract Catalogers 
Linda Swanson – Concordia College/Moorhead 
Jane Young – Century College/White Bear Lake 
 
PALS Staff:   
Deb Domek – Technical Staff 
Mary Ann Greenwald – Support Staff 
 
MnPALS Authorities Task Force Charge 
 
The MnPALS Cataloging User Group establishes the Authorities Task Force to examine 
Authorities functionality in the MnPALS implementation of the Aleph System, both in 
the current version 15.5.2 and in version 17.01.  The task force shall look at linkages 
between bibliographic records and authority records, display of authority information, 
authority field tag terminology, and other issues related to authorities.   It shall also 
review the database for authority records that were rejected during loading (SYS 19).  
The examination shall incorporate as appropriate the MnLINK acceptance testing scripts 
that already have been developed for authority issues. 
 
The Task Force may co-opt members from other groups as appropriate to complete its 
work.  It shall submit its final report to the Cataloging User Group no later that the Spring 
2006 User Group meeting.  Any recommendations in the final report that are adopted by 
the Cataloging User Group shall be forwarded to the MnPALS User Council. 
  
Meetings 
The Authority TF has met April 19, 2005, May 25, 2005, June 8, 2005, June 22, 2005, 
July 13, 2005, July 27, 2005, August 10, 2005, Sept. 16, 2005.  Upcoming meetings are 
scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Fridays in October, November, and December. 
 
Our minutes are posted to the Authorities Task Force WebBoard at 
http://ecommunity.mnscu.edu/WB/default.asp?boardid=22  
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Topics discussed in meetings: 
• Display issues for authority record information in OPAC and Gui Client 

o Missing subfields 
o Lack of spaces 
o Missing fields  

• Contact with Stephen Hearn of the University of Minnesota   
o NAAUG authorities ad hoc work group (for vers. 18) 
o Authority issues/problems identified in MnPALS catalog and his response 

outlining those that could be fixed in the tables (mostly OPAC and display 
issues) versus those bigger issues that need to go to Ex Libris as 
enhancements or are already being worked on by ad hoc work group for 
vers. 18 (e.g. ambiguous headings). 

• Contact  with Janet Arth of the University of Minnesota regarding our display 
problems and the U of M table set up.  Application of that information to 
MnPALS tables and the outcome of those changes. 

• How to use the RFP Authorities acceptance testing scripts for review.  Identifying 
priorities within RFP.  What is an issue now, what isn’t being used and thus lower 
priority, what is already being addressed by enhancements.  Any plans to make 
local Authority records or perform local editing/add local info to LC records?  

 
Work done:   
*Following this report are screen shot examples of problems as seen in Harp.  Changes 
noted below to Lute will be demonstrated at the UG meeting as time is available. 

• Table changes to sys10/tab/edit_field.eng affecting authority information as seen 
in Web OPAC LC Authority Record links and GUI client (*changes made to 
Lute, not yet implemented on Harp) 

o Personal names (seen from/400 field) now include $c, d, and q  
o Personal names/Corporate names (name heading/100/110 field) now have 

spaces before subfields; Personal names (see also/510 field) now have 
space before $b 

o Corporate names (seen from/410 field) now include $b  
o Complex See Also reference (360 field) now has appropriate spaces 
o Subjects (seen from/450 field) now display the $x  
o Subjects (150 and 550/brader term fields) now display $z   

• Table change to sys01/tab/edit_doc_999-aut-sys10.eng (*changes made to Lute, 
not yet implemented on Harp) 

o General Note (680) now displays with Authority record as seen in link in 
Web OPAC browse lists  

• Table changes to sys10/tab/tab01.eng (*changes made before Authority TF 
formed under condition changes would be approved by Authority TF once 
formed; changes have been implemented on Harp though still need final approval) 

o Order of MARC tags in authority record as seen in MARC tags view in 
GUI client changed to reflect LC/MARC order with ALEPH special fields 
moved out of main body of authority record. 

• Other changes  

MnPALS Authority Task Force Report – Fall 2005  Page 2 of 9 



   

o Sort order in brief lists as seen in GUI – can now sort by 
ascending/descending 

o Change to sys10/tab/www_tab_short.eng “PublicNote” – space added 
To Do: 

o Final approval and implementation of above changes on Harp 
o Other display issues/problems, including: 

 Seen From/4XX terms with $w nne don’t display in OPAC 
 Improve field labels for Authority records as seen in Web OPAC 

(make changes to sys01/tab/edit_doc_999-aut-sys10.eng) 
 Hyphens between subfields in subject browse list 

o Identify possible authorities enhancements for vers. 20 
o Rejected authorities records in SYS 19.  Report of records, review of each 

record, define what problems are causing rejects, resolutions for those 
problems. 
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Examples  
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